
 

How to Read a Fund Name 
Your complete guide to decoding investment fund names 
 
Fund names look like alphabet soup at first, but they're actually giving you useful information. 
Once you understand the pattern, you can decode any fund in seconds. This guide breaks down 
multiple real fund names so you'll never feel confused again. 

Example 1: Global Index Fund 

Vanguard FTSE Global All Cap Index Fund GBP Acc 

 

Vanguard Provider — The company managing the fund. Vanguard is known 
for low fees. 

FTSE Global All Cap Index — Tracks 7,000+ companies worldwide including small 
companies. 

Index Fund Type — Passively tracks the index. Low fees (around 0.23%). 

GBP Currency — Priced in British Pounds. No conversion fees for UK 
investors. 

Acc Accumulating — Dividends automatically reinvested for 
compound growth. 

Best for: Maximum global diversification in one fund. Great for beginners. 

Example 2: US Stock Market ETF 

Vanguard S&P 500 UCITS ETF (USD) Accumulating 

 

Vanguard Provider — Same trusted provider. 

S&P 500 Index — The 500 largest US companies (Apple, Microsoft, 
Amazon, etc.). 

UCITS Regulation — EU-regulated fund with investor protections. Good 
to see! 

ETF Type — Exchange Traded Fund. Trades like stock. Often lower 
fees than index funds. 

(USD) Base Currency — The fund holds USD assets. You can still buy it 
with GBP. 

Accumulating Dividend Treatment — Dividends reinvested automatically. 

Ticker: VUAG | Best for: Exposure to the US economy. A very popular choice. 



 
 

Example 3: iShares World Fund 

iShares Core MSCI World UCITS ETF USD (Acc) 

 

iShares Provider — BlackRock's ETF brand. World's largest asset manager. 

Core Product Range — iShares "Core" range has the lowest fees. 

MSCI World Index — 1,500 companies from 23 developed countries. Does NOT 
include emerging markets. 

UCITS ETF Type + Regulation — EU-regulated Exchange Traded Fund. 

USD (Acc) Currency + Dividends — USD-denominated, dividends reinvested. 

Ticker: SWDA | Best for: Developed world exposure without emerging markets. 

 

Example 4: UK-Focused Fund 

Invesco FTSE All-World UCITS ETF ACC 

 

INVESCO Provider — A large US-based fund manager. 

FTSE-ALL WORLD Index — 3,700+ companies across 
developed and emerging markets. 

UCTIS Regulation — EU-regulated. 

ETF Type — Exchange traded. 

ACC Accumulating — Dividends reinvested. 

Ticker: FWRG · Best for: Cheapest all-world option at 0.15% OCF. Direct competitor to VWRP. 
 

Example 5: Emerging Markets Fund 

iShares Core MSCI EM IMI UCITS ETF USD (Acc) 

 

MSCI EM Index — MSCI Emerging Markets — companies from China, 
India, Brazil, Taiwan, etc. 

IMI Investable Market Index — Includes small and mid-cap 
companies, not just large ones. 



 
Ticker: EIMI | Best for: Adding emerging market exposure. Higher risk, higher potential return. 

 

Example 6: All-World with Dividends 

Vanguard FTSE All-World UCITS ETF (USD) Distributing 

 

FTSE All-World Index — 4,000+ companies from developed AND emerging 
markets worldwide. 

Distributing Dividend Treatment — Dividends paid out as cash (quarterly). 
You decide what to do with them. 

Ticker: VWRL | Compare to: VWRP (same fund but Accumulating). 
Best for: People who want regular income from their investments. 
 

Accumulating vs Distributing: Which to Choose? 
This is one of the most common questions. Here's the comparison: 
 

Accumulating (Acc) Distributing (Dist/Inc) 

Dividends reinvested automatically Dividends paid out as cash 

Compounds automatically You reinvest manually (or spend it) 

Best for: Growing wealth Best for: Living off investments 

Examples: VWRP, VUAG, SWDA Examples: VWRL, VUKE, VUSA 

 

For most Money Method participants: Choose Accumulating (Acc). You're building wealth, not 
living off it yet! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Common Tickers Quick Reference 
Use these short codes to find funds on any platform: 
 

Ticker Full Name Type What It Tracks 

VUAG Vanguard S&P 500 ETF Acc 500 largest US companies 

VUSA Vanguard S&P 500 ETF Dist Same, pays dividends 

VWRP Vanguard FTSE All-World ETF Acc Global developed + emerging 

VWRL Vanguard FTSE All-World ETF Dist Same, pays dividends 

SWDA iShares Core MSCI World ETF Acc 23 developed markets 

VUKE Vanguard FTSE 100 ETF Dist 100 largest UK companies 

EIMI iShares Core MSCI EM IMI ETF Acc Emerging markets 

FWRG Invesco FTSE All-World ETF Acc Global (lower fee: 0.15%) 
 

Common Index Names Explained 
When you see these index names in a fund title, here's what they mean: 
 

S&P 500 
The 500 largest companies in the USA. Includes Apple, Microsoft, Amazon, Google, etc. About 60% of the 
global stock market. 
 

FTSE 100 
The 100 largest companies on the London Stock Exchange. UK-focused. Includes Shell, HSBC, AstraZeneca. 
 

FTSE All-World 
Over 4,000 companies from developed AND emerging markets worldwide. True global diversification. 
 

FTSE Global All Cap 
Like FTSE All-World but includes small companies too. Over 7,000 companies. Maximum diversification. 
 

MSCI World 
About 1,500 companies from 23 developed countries. Does NOT include emerging markets like China or 
India. 
 

MSCI Emerging Markets 
Companies from developing economies: China, India, Brazil, Taiwan, etc. Higher risk, higher potential return. 
 



 
 

 

The Universal Formula 

[Provider] + [Index] + [Type] + [Currency] + [Acc/Dist] 

 
Provider: Vanguard, iShares, Invesco, Fidelity, HSBC, L&G 
Index: S&P 500, FTSE 100, MSCI World, etc. 
Type: ETF (trades like stock) or Index Fund 
UCITS: EU-regulated for investor protection — good sign 
Currency: GBP, USD, EUR — choose GBP for UK investing 
Acc/Dist: Accumulating (reinvests) or Distributing (pays out) 
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